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On How To Become
A Transformer,
Not A Conformer
Dr. Sheila Bailey To Speak In St. Petersburg
August 26 & 27

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Dr. Sheila Bailey

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -She
hails from Dallas, Texas, and
she insists on being called
Sheila, instead of by her more
formal titles of “Doctor,”
“Director,” and former First
Lady for 34 years of the megachurch
called
Concord
Baptist.
She also insists that
women of all stripes can
become more confident and
passionate than most of them
ever imagined, and that’s what
Dr. Bailey is here to talk about
later this month at the
Women’s Conference being
hosted at Mt Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
Her conviction comes
from her own personal experience – especially following
the death of her husband – the
late Rev. Dr. E.K. Bailey – in
2003, after three bouts with
cancer. It was then that she
became President of E.K.
Bailey Ministries, Inc., which
hosts an annual Expository

Preaching
Conference,
attended by hundreds of
pastors from around the globe.

But now, Dr. Bailey says
“God has placed on my heart a
passion to walk with Him
focusing on women, our
needs, anxieties and our relationships.” And after four
decades of ministry and
teaching, Dr. Bailey offered an
exclusive interview to the
Weekly Challenger and the
Power Broker magazine, with
her top advice on how women
can learn to live their Godgiven purpose.
Q: Ebony recently did an
article about how more
African-Americans are practicing their faith outside of the
church. How should the
church respond and evolve - or
should it?
I have heard more and
more people voice their
concerns about “tradition.”
My husband used to call it “the
tragic trap of traditionalism.”

BAILEY
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BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -When
I walked into the ballroom of the
Hilton Hotel on Saturday
evening, I recognized a great
number of people I had
wondered about when I received
the invitation to the reunion.
Would I recognize anybody after
more than 40 years? Would I
remember names? After all, I
was going to see a group of

Gibbs High School Class of 1971

people who had been 13 or 14
years old the last time I had seen
many of them. Too often these
days, names elude me, although
the faces I meet are quite
familiar. Some say that it is “old
age” that causes this, but in the
case of these former students, it
would not be my old age that
makes the difference; it would
be their ages. These people do
not look the same as they did 40
years ago. They were mere
children then; they are mature
adults now! So, I was surprised

that I was able to recognize more
than a handful of them.
The students in the Gibbs
High School class of 1971
embraced the graduates of all of
the local high schools who
attended Sixteenth Street and
Southside Junior High Schools
during the sixties. The majority
of them were my eighth and
ninth grade students at Sixteenth
Street Junior High School (now
John Hopkins Middle) during
the 1966 and 1967 school terms.
The year 1966 was my first year

Photographs courtesy of Joyce Robinson

as a Pinellas County teacher and
my second year as a teacher
anywhere. From what Principal
John Hopkins told me, I was
there to provide a part of the curriculum that these students were
missing. Without a certified
speech teacher on the faculty,
the Sixteenth Street Junior High
students had not been allowed to
participate in a number of competitive speech activities in the

REUNION

continued on pg. 9

CBC Chairman Warns Frustrated Blacks
‘Might Not Vote At All’ In 2012

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .
( T r i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) Congressional Black Caucus
Chairman Emanuel Cleaver (DMo.) – witnessing thousands of
Black people lining up for CBC
job fairs and town hall meetings
around the country - is warning
that African-American frustrations could result in voters
staying home on presidential
election day Nov. 6, 2012.
“Citizens of this country are
hungering for work. And that
hunger in all likelihood is going
to turn into desperation and I
don’t know how that desperation will be played out,” Cleaver
said in an interview this week.
“There are some frustrations

and I hear all kinds of things
from African-Americans. I
think what’s going to happen is
that people would be angry but I
think at the end of the day,
they’re not going to vote on the
other side. The danger for the
President is that they may not
vote at all. He will get the
majority of the black vote. The
issue is the majority of what?”
Cleaver says he has assured
President Obama that he is
totally committed to his reelection and that he will do
everything in his power to make
it happen. But, he said he has
become increasingly troubled
by what he has heard the past
two weeks as the CBC has
traveled to target high-unemployment cities to hold job fairs.

The CBC's Jobs for the People Jobs Initiative drew thousands
of job seekers in cities around the country. Courtesy Photo.

Among them, Cleveland, Ohio,
where more than 7,000 lined up
for a job fair at Cleveland State
University for only 2,200 jobs,
he said, noting that many came
at 4 a.m. and left after 6 in the
evening.
The jobless rate in the black

community has hovered around
approximately 16 percent –
twice that of whites – for most

FRUSTRATED

continued on pg. 9
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Despite what
many of us may wish, the political
argument over the federal budget and
the future direction of our nation’s
fiscal policy has not been settled, but
rather has merely wrapped up an initial
phase with the agreement reached in
Congress.
Still to be decided is how to reduce
the nation’s debt by another $1.5
trillion, which is a matter to be decided
through a process involving a bipartisan Congressional “Super
Committee” this autumn. With a
voluntary government default having
been avoided, the next stage of debate
will be played out under the threat of
across-the-board program cuts being
automatically deployed, if agreement
cannot be reached.
On the block will be military and
key domestic programs, raising the
specter of deep budget cuts that many
would find intolerable.
Interestingly, the recent debt
ceiling agreement extends simultaneously with the expiration of the Bush-

cuts have been a major cause of the
enormous deficits we face today.
Meanwhile, tax collections have
plunged to their lowest share of the
economy in 60 years.
There are important considerations the Super Committee must
address to avoid another recession that
would be an even greater strain on the
middle class. (We already know how
challenging it is for vulnerable populations). During the last recession, three
out of four workers reported that they
live paycheck to paycheck. Family
debt soared, housing values dropped
and education cost skyrocketed.
There were 8.6 million uninsured
adults age 50-64 in 2009, up from 7.1
million in 2007. From 1999 to 2008,
health insurance premiums increased
nearly four times faster than increases
in wages and overall inflation.
While any automaticallytriggered spending cuts would be
divided evenly between defense and
non-defense spending; there are also
protections for Social Security,
Medicaid, and other entitlement
programs. This is fortunate, as there
will be a growing need to rely on
Social Security and Medicare while
these programs are being threatened

From new backpacks to sharp
pencils, parents across the country are
doing their best to cross the items off
their children’s back-to-school checklists. They want to be sure that when
the first day of school comes, their
children will have everything they need
to be ready to start and ready to learn.
But as a country we’re failing to do the
same thing and in the current budget
debate, some of our leaders are threatening to do just the opposite. Instead
of budgeting our limited resources
wisely so we’ll be able to stock up on
the things we know our children need,
some shrill, ideologically driven leaders
are hijacking the political process and
trying to grab money out of our
children’s small piggybanks and spend
it on more gift cards for big corporations and billionaires. No new tax
pledges have been signed by 277
members of Congress throwing the
entire weight of debt reduction on
children, our poorest Americans, the
homeless, jobless, helpless, and middle

class treading water and trying to stay
afloat.
We know that between birth and
age five, children learn social,
emotional, behavioral, and cognitive
skills that set the foundation for
academic success. Factors including
poverty and the “lottery of geography”
create barriers to young children’s
healthy development. Cognitive gaps
emerge between children from families
with low and higher incomes as early as
nine months, and more often than not,
these children are unable to catch up by
the time they enter kindergarten. The
resulting achievement gap increases
over time and often propels children
into the cradle to prison pipeline – especially if they are poor children of color.
Quality child care and early
childhood educational experiences are
crucial to giving children a sound start
in life – but they are still out of reach for
many families. Although child care is
a necessity for many families with
working parents, the annual cost of
center-based child care for a four-yearold is more than the annual in-state
tuition at a public four-year college in
33 states and the District of Columbia.
In 18 states, a family must have an
income below 175 percent of the

poverty level (below $32,043 for a
family of four) to receive a public child
care subsidy. Only 13.8 percent of
three-year-olds and 38.9 percent of
four-year-olds were in state-funded prekindergarten programs, Head Start, or
early intervention/special education in
2008-2009 and only 10 states require all
schools districts to offer full day kindergarten to get children ready for school.
Without positive early childhood
experiences, it is easy for children to fall
behind in school and American
education, which used to be the envy of
the world, is in dire straits. Many
public school students, kindergarten
through 12th grade, are struggling;
children of color and poor children
struggle most. More than 60 percent
of all fourth, eighth, and 12th grade
public school students and nearly 80
percent or more of Black and Hispanic
public school students in the same
grades are reading or doing math
below grade level. The U.S. ranks
24th among 30 developed countries on
overall educational achievement for
15-year-olds, and in a study of
education systems in 60 countries, we
ranked 31st in math achievement and
23rd in science achievement for 15year-olds. Too often children fall
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every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human

with cuts. While Medicare could be
exposed to cuts if the trigger is used,
cuts will be to provider payments, not
to actual benefits.
So as the Super Committee works
to fulfill its requirement to come up
with a net decrease in the deficit of
$1.5 trillion, theirs is still an opportunity in finding more than that in
combined revenue increases and
spending cuts and then putting what’s
left over to the important task of job
creation.
Growing the economy and
creating jobs, and finding a way to pay
for it, should be the top priorities for
Congress and the President. Average
Americans are not out of the woods
when it comes to the performance of
the economy and their own economic
security.
While some leaders congratulate
themselves on the blow they think they
struck against our government and this
President, someone has to be thinking
about how we are going to educate our
children, broaden opportunity and set
the stage for widespread prosperity in
our country.
And we’re not going to get there
without putting revenues on the table.

behind in school and drop out, increasing their risk of entering the cradle to
prison pipeline. Staying in school and
receiving a quality education are the
best deterrents to juvenile delinquency
and the surest route towards responsible, productive adulthood. Yet almost
half of our states spend on average
more than three times as much per
prisoner as per public school pupil. I
can’t think of a dumber investment
policy, one that hurts countless children
and families every day.
It’s clear we’re not getting our
children what they need to be ready for
and to succeed in school and to learn all
that we need them to know in order to
keep our workforce, military, and
country strong in the future. It’s time
for every voter to tell those shrill
partisan and ideologically driven
extremists that America’s children are
not to be sacrificial lambs on the altar of
their destructive agendas. If we saw
parents spending money to buy themselves a private jet but sending their
child to school unprepared, hungry, and
empty-handed, we would be shocked
and furious at how misguided their priorities were. Why should any of our
nation’s leaders be allowed to make the
same choice?
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A Balanced Approach
Will Lead To America’s Prosperity
era tax cuts and just after the 2012
general election. And the Super
Committee may be able to find a way
to postpone the real debate on revenueraising until then, as well. But decision
time is coming.
When they were enacted a decade
ago, the Bush tax cuts promised to
increase prosperity for all Americans –
creating new jobs, generating new
wealth, opening new opportunities.
And, for a while, they did. After all, it
was a stimulus program. But its proponents knew that the cuts would
reverse the contemporary trend toward
federal budget surpluses and return the
government to deficit spending.
Indeed, that’s why the expiration
provision was included – otherwise the
projected deficits would have been
indefinite and politically less palatable.
We know now that the fiscal
policy enacted back then brought us to
no good end, ushering in the collapse
of the economy in 2008 and the need
for further stimulus to stop the hemorrhage. Over the past 10 years, the
country has spent more than $300
billion just servicing the debt created
by the cuts. Far from paying for themselves with increased economic
activity as initially promised, the tax
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COMMUNITY NEWS
US Warship Invades
The Port Of St. Petersburg
Community Spotlight

ST. PETERSBURG - Our
U.S. Congressman Bill Young
has managed to get the latest &
greatest in U.S. War Ships, the
USS Independence to port here in
Saint Petersburg for the Labor
Day Weekend.
“Independence is one of the
newest and most unique ships in
the fleet and I believe the people
of St. Petersburg and the Tampa
Bay area will find it to be of great
interest,” Young said. “To my
knowledge, this will be the first
time the Port of St. Petersburg

will have hosted a visit by a U.S.
Navy warship.”
Independence was commissioned by the Navy in January
2010 and is the lead ship of the
tri-hull variant of the new class of
Littoral Combat Ships (LCS)
being produced for the Navy. The
ship is 418 feet long and 103 feet
wide. It has an extremely shallow
draft of only 14 feet and can
cruise at 40 knots per hour, both
ideal for operating in the world’s
littorals. The ship is designed to
operate with a much smaller crew

than older Navy ships, in this case
40 Sailors and Officers. It is
designed to operate with one of
three interchangeable mission
modules, anti-submarine warfare,
mine countermeasures, or surface
warfare, and its supporting crew
and aircraft.
The ship will be open during
Labor Day weekend for tours by
the public. More details about the
ship’s visit to St. Petersburg, its
schedule and tour information
will be available in the coming
days via the ship’s Web site.

eTownHall: TRIM 2011
Property taxes will be the focus of the Aug. 25 live online event

CLEARWATER - As property
owners receive their annual Truth
in Millage (TRIM) notices from the
Pinellas
County
Property
Appraiser’s office, they may have
questions about the notice and how
their property values are used to set
property tax rates.
The eTownHall: TRIM 2011
will be held Thursday, Aug. 25,
from 7-8 p.m. to explain the
TRIM notice: why property
owners receive the notice, what
the information means, who the
taxing authorities are and what
millage rates are.
The event will be shown live at
www.pinellascounty.org/eTownHa
ll. During the interactive online
event, residents can blog, tweet,
follow the blog and view live video
online or on TV. The eTownHall
w i l l include an iTownHall
component, which enables
residents to call in questions.
Citizens can blog and tweet

questions starting at 9 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 8.
The panelists for the event are:
Pinellas County Property Appraiser
Pam Dubov, Pinellas County
School Board Chairperson Carol
Cook, Juvenile Welfare Board
Executive Director D. Gay
Lancaster and PSTA Board
Chairman and Indian Rocks Beach
Mayor R.B. Johnson. The event
will be moderated by Len
Ciecieznski of the Pinellas County
Communications Department.
Five ways to participate:
Log onto Twitter. Tweets can
be considered for the blog by
entering a comment in the message
field and including #pinellastrim in
the message. This alerts blog moderators that a message should be
considered for the discussion.
B log on www. p i n el l as
county.org/etownhall. The blog
opens at 9 a.m. Monday, Aug. 22,
for early questions and comments

and will remain open through the
live event on Wednesday evening.
Call in during the event. To ask
a question and to listen to the event,
dial (727) 464-TOWN (8696).
View the event at www.pinellascounty.org/etownhall. Email
reminders will be sent to those who
log onto the website and sign up
early. The website also has information about the event and includes
resources to learn more about
property taxes.
Watch the event live on PCCTV (Bright House Channel 622,
Knology Channel 18 or Verizon
Channel 44).
Participation in the event will
be available in the conference room
of the Pinellas County
Communications Department, 333
Chestnut St., Clearwater. In
addition, the Pinellas Public
Library Cooperative will dedicate
computers for the eTownHall at
three public libraries.

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Dwight Harrington

Dwight Harrington is a
person who has made a
complete turn around, and he
is proud to talk about it. No,
he is not proud of the things
that he did when he was “on
the streets,” but he is so
gr a t e f u l f o r t h e c h a n g e s
wrought in his life because of
the faith and the hope that
others showed as they worked
with him. He is so pleased
that he was shown favor by his Creator, that he
wants people to know that if they are committed
to change and let go of their past, they can experience a renewal. According to Harrington, his
grandmother reared him and he was more like a
sibling than a nephew to his seven aunts and
uncles. It was a strict upbringing with rules and
church attendance each Sunday, so there were
no problems when he was in elementary school.
“It was while I was in middle school that I
started going astray,” related Harrington.
“Cutting class was actually the beginning.
Nobody ever got the chance to talk with me
about what it would be like to go to college.
Instead, they were busy trying to get me to go to
class. Naturally, I didn’t get very far in high
school. You either go to class and do your
work, or you fail. That is when I started to get
involved with the guys on the corner. I wanted
money to get a big car. Before long, I was doing
illegal things. I got involved with drugs,
alcohol, and gambling. I did not use drugs, but
learned to sell them. By the time I turned 16, I
was locked up for robbery. After I was released,
I could not get a job that paid more than the
minimum wage, so I embraced the street life
again, violated probation, and was soon locked
up again. When I was released that time, I knew
that I had to make some changes. My cousin

had gotten killed in a drugrelated dispute, and the family
was overcome with grief. No
way did I want to add to that.
I had to work two part-time
jobs to make ends meet, but I
went back to school for a
diploma That diploma allowed
me to get a better paying job and
move up. I went from truck
driver to accounts manager to
collections and to marketing
specialist and office manager. The recession
brought lay-offs, but I am not bitter. I am
grateful that people had enough faith that I had
actually changed and were willing to take a
chance on me. People remember what you have
done and where you have come from, but if you
prove that you are willing to do your part,
people will help you. It is my hope that each
person who took a risk by hiring me knows that
it was a risk worth taking.”
During the time of reformation and change,
Harrington was mentored by his pastor. “As I
studied the word and tried to find the place God
wanted me to be, my pastor confronted me with
the truth. He encouraged me, taught me, and
nurtured me like a father nurtures his children.
Whenever I wanted to give up, there was a
sermon or a conversation or a word that kept me
going. And the scriptures have been a source of
strength, knowledge and joy. For everything, I
am grateful.”
Harrington has earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Christian Counseling and he is now
enrolled in a business program at St. Petersburg
College. He hopes to own his own business
someday. In the meantime, he has made the
commitment to take care of his family and work
in various ministries in the New Life
Fellowship Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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Tampa Bay
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for the

SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

There Is Music In The Air

continue the legacy of the
TAM PA - This past
chorus’ founder – Rev. James
weekend, if you rode around
Cleveland.
Tampa with your car windows
They graced the residown, you just may have
dences with familiar favorites
heard music floating in the air.
such as “What a Friend We
Not from another car, but from
Have in Jesus,” “This Little
the countless venues in Tampa
Light of Mine,” “Amazing
where world renowned gospel
Grace,” “On the Battlefield”
celebrities were delighting
James Cleveland Chorus
and “Oh Happy Day,” all sung
conference attendees and the
by uncommonly talented
Tampa Bay community. The
singers. Other non-profits
Annual Conference of the
benefiting from this day of
Gospel Music Workshop of
service were Metropolitan
America (GMWA).has come
Ministries, Feed Our
to our city, and it is being held
Children, Family Enrichment
at the Tampa Convention
Center, Inc., Central Tampa
Center August 13 to 19. On
Assistant Living, Without
Saturday, Tampa citizens
Walls International Church,
found sections of the James
MC Strachan, North Florida
Cleveland choir performing at
Steven Roberts and Chorus
Youth Summit, Rehabilitation
the Ybor City Health and
and Healthcare Center of
Rehab center as a service
extension for Caregivers Helping Hands, Inc., a Tampa, and Action Health.
The GMWA was founded in 1967 by Rev.
non-profit organization that coordinates inter-genJames Cleveland. The conference includes
erational programs.
According to the national chairperson and academic classes, evangelism and outreach,
GMWA Chorus Director, Steven Roberts from nightly music services, showcases, seminars,
San Francisco, Saturday, Aug. 13, was their “free” radio and television executives, promoters, and
day and their third annual day of service. Since he exhibiters. Gospel Music Workshop of America
has had a 40 year career in health services, it was has grown to become the largest gospel music
a natural to partner with Caregivers and bring organization in the world, with over 20,000
musical joy to several nursing homes around members. Through his lifetime Rev. James
Tampa. The membership of the National James Cleveland won numerous awards and accolades
Cleveland Gospel Chorus is largely a collection including five Grammy Awards. The last was
of pastors, ordained ministers, ministers of music February 21, 1991, awarded posthumous with
and approximately 100 church musicians. Their The Southern California Community Choir on the
name is nationally known, with chapters in every Savoy Records LP entitled, “Having Church.”
state. Their 150 chapters also include chapters in Rev. Cleveland was awarded an honorary
Japan, S w e d e n , A f r i c a , C a r i b b e a n , doctorate degree from the Trinity Bible College
Denmark, and Canada, with a chapter planned and was the first gospel artist to be awarded a
for Germany in the near future. They are a group “STAR” on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
of Christians who have joined together to

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

My daddy often says, “You can give without
loving, but you can’t love without giving.” As
our children go to school this year, I hope we can
find a way to give them the love they will need to
succeed.
I truly believe one of the greatest gifts we
can give children is our time. When we give
them our time, we show them how much we love
them. In our hectic lives, we sometimes forget
our children need our time, not our money. They
do not need a lot of material possessions. They
need us.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if more of us could
find time in our busy schedules to give some time
to our children? Every elementary, middle, and

high school in our county needs volunteers. Only
thirty minutes a week could help a child move
toward mastery of FCAT Reading, Writing or
Mathematics. One hour could provide valuable
mentoring for a child who needs an adult role
model.
As another school year begins, give our
children some love. You may be the difference
one child needs. You may enable one child to
choose school instead of the drug trade or incarceration. According to many religious traditions,
hope begins with one person or being. Might you
be the one to give a child hope this year? You will
provide much needed nourishment for a child’s
soul and your soul will be nourished as well.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Yvonne C. Reed Christian
Academy Holds Ribbon Cutting

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Yvonne C. Reed Christian
Academy (K-5) announces its
new location at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church and held its official
ribbon cutting on Wednesday,
Aug. 17.
The Yvonne C. Reed
Christian Academy is celebrating its 13th year of impacting
the lives of young children in
Pinellas County. The school’s
mission is to provide a quality
education from a Biblical perspective and educate students to
serve GOD and make a positive
impact in their community.
Yv o n n e R e e d - C l a y t o n
founded the Academy in 1998
to encourage and support
African-American males struggling and labeled as learning
disabled in the public school

system. The school launched
with 22 students and $10k seed
money from her savings. Today
African-American males still
are the largest population
served, comprising 60 percent
of total school enrollment.
Ms. Reed-Clayton’s philosophy is, “ALL children are able
to learn given the proper
support, structure, time and
attention.”
Reed-Clayton attended
Pinellas County Schools and
Florida A&M University on a
vocal music scholarship. She
holds a master’s degree in
reading. She taught for 34 years
in the public school system with
this marking her 50th year as an
educator.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
founded in 1928, has a long

history of community involvement, visionary leadership and
support of children and
families.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.,
Senior Pastor of Mt. Zion has
dedicated the focus of his leadership to realization of the
“Vision” for Mt. Zion. The
goal of the vision is to effect a
positive change within a twomile radius of the church.
W h i l e R e v. M u r p h y
continues to inspire Mt. Zion’s
membership towards the vision,
future plans include expanding
the private Christian school to
grade 12, job training programs,
senior housing, internal
missions, and a halfway house
for inmates released from correctional facilities, drug prevention/rehabilitation, and
parenting programs.

Street Re-Naming Creates
Permanent Memorial For
Fallen St. Petersburg Officers

ST. PETERSBURG - A
permanent memorial for the three
St. Petersburg police officers
killed in the line of duty earlier
this year became a reality during
a street re-naming ceremony that
took place Monday, Aug. 15.
Hosted by Florida State
Senator Jack Latvala and Florida
State Representative Jim Frishe,
the ceremony honored the contri-

bution the three men made to the
community during their career in
law enforcement. Sgt. Baitinger
and Officer Yaslowitz gave the
ultimate sacrifice January 24,
2011, followed less than a month
later by Officer David Crawford
February 21.
The memorial highway designation covers the portion of
State Road 687 (Fourth St. N.)

between I-275 and I-175 and will
be known as “Sgt. Thomas J.
Baitinger, Officer Jeffrey A.
Yaslowitz and Officer David S.
Crawford Memorial Highway.”
One memorial marker will be
placed in front of 470 Third St. S.,
in St. Petersburg, while a second
will be located where Fourth St.
N. connects with I-275 and the
Howard Frankland Bridge.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Partners With
Pinellas County Schools Centennial
Celebration: One Mission, 100 Years

LARGO - Pinellas County
Schools will be celebrating its
Centennial this school year. This
exciting event, celebrating 100
years of excellence in education,
will run from September 2011June 2012.
The Centennial kickoff
begins Saturday, September 24
with a “Hands Across Pinellas”
event along the Pinellas Trail. An
Ice Cream Social is in the works
as part of this kickoff event.
The Centennial will
showcase the district (schools,
students, teachers and staff) for
10 months; with community
events and a Centennial website.
Each month will celebrate a
different decade with a
community event. For example,
the 1940’s were the War Years.

We will celebrate the 1940’s with
a Milita ry E x h i b i t i o n at
Countryside High performed by
our high school JROTC Drill
Teams along with other patriotic
performances.
Below is a brief preliminary
outline of the monthly events;
details are still being worked out
for each event.
Sept. 2011 – 1910’s, “Hands
Across Pinellas” Pinellas Trail,
Ice Cream Social
Oct. 2011 – 1920’s, Jazz
Performance, Art Exhibit
Nov. 2011 – 1930’s, Big
Band Musical Event, Vintage
Baseball Games
Dec. 2011 – 1940’s, Military
Highlights and Drill
Performances
J a n . 2 0 1 2 – 1 9 5 0 ’s ,

Community Sock Hop Dance
Feb. 2012 – 1960’s, Student
Essay Writing Contest, Black
History Month
Mar. 2012 – 1970’s, Fashion
Show Through the Decades,
Disco Prom
Apr. 2012 – 1980’s, Antique
Car Show, Roller Skating Event
M a y 2 0 1 2 – 1 9 9 0 ’s ,
Community and School Book
Clubs, Storytelling Fest
June 2012 – 2000’s,Grand
Finale
Along with these monthly
events, the district will also host
monthly Community Scavenger
Hunts that will allow everyone to
learn the history of Pinellas
County Schools through visuals.
A Centennial website will be
updated with something new

each day that will bring visitors
back again and again. It will
include Trivia Questions, a
Centennial Hall of Fame, History
of our Schools, and much more.
The district will be selling a
specially designed Centennial Tshirt, a small bound history book,
and bricks that will be laid on the
front walkway of the
Administration Building.

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF NON-PARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION
AUGUST 30, 2011
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 15,505 of the Special Acts of the Legislature, 1931, as amended, the same being the Charter
Act of the City of St. Petersburg, as amended, and a resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of St. Petersburg in
a regular session on the 2nd day of June, 2011, a Non-Partisan Primary Election is called to be held on the 30th day of August,
2011 between the hours of 7 o'clock a.m. and 7 o'clock p.m. on said date for the purpose of nominating two candidates from
election District 1 for a four-year term.
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 10, Section 10-41, of the St. Petersburg City Code, the City Council did by proper resolution
designate the following polling places for said Non-Partisan Primary Election be held on the 30th day of August, 2011:

PCT.#

POLLING PLACE

ADDRESS

215*

Pasadena Community Church
Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.
Pasadena Community Church
Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.
Pasadena Community Church
Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.
Unity of St. Petersburg
Southeast corner of 62 St. N. & 1 Ave. N.
Pilgrim Congregational Church
North side of Central Ave. between 63 St. N. & 64 St. N.
Pasadena Community Church
Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.
Azalea Baptist Church
Northwest corner of Country Club Rd. N. & 79 St. N. west of Azalea Middle School
Pilgrim Congregational Church
North side of Central Ave. between 63 St. N. & 64 St. N.
Palm Lake Christian Church
North side of 22 Ave. N. - east of 58 St. N.
St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church
West side of 76 St. N. - south of 38 Ave. N.
Cornerstone Community Church
North side of 38 Ave. N. – between 66 St. N. & 71 St. N.
St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church
West side of 76 St. N. - south of 38 Ave. N.
Walter P. Fuller Recreation Center
North side of 26 Ave. N. - in recreation center
Walter P. Fuller Recreation Center
North side of 26 Ave. N. - in recreation center

227 70 St. S.

220
221*
222*
231
232*
233*

234*
236*
243*
250
251
252
257*

•

6168 1 Ave. N.
6315 Central Ave.
227 70 St. S.
7900 22 Ave. N.

6315 Central Ave.
5401 22 Ave N.
3600 76 St. N.
6745 38 Ave. N.
3600 76 St. N.
7891 26 Ave. N.

Eva Andujar, City Clerk

CALL

(727) 896-2922

Tuesday, Aug. 23 - Mayor Bill Foster, members of City
Council, family and friends will gather to celebrate the
grand opening of Natural Vanity Salon and Physiques by
Damon Reio, 1025 22nd St. S. at 10:30 a.m. A ribbon
cutting will immediately follow the program and refreshments will be served. This event is made possible with the
assistance of the city of St. Petersburg's Business
Assistance Center and Business Corridor Program in collaboration with the Police, Planning and Economic
Development, Sanitation, Parks and Recreation, and
Marketing departments.
Saturday, Aug. 27 - Superkicks Family Martial Arts
Center, 1401 Pasadena Ave. S., South Pasadena, will host
a Free Community Workshop for children in grades 1st
through 5th. In this program the children will be shown 5
Ways to Show Respect to a Teacher, 5 Ways to Listen in
Class and How to Turn Bullies into Buddies. The
Workshop begins at 11 a.m., lasts 45 minutes and parents
are asked to observe from the parent seating area. For
more information or to register for this workshop call
727-384-5425, or access the school information at
www.SuperKicks2.com.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Notice to Bid – Wharton-Smith, Inc.
is an EOE who is soliciting proposals
for all applicable trades from
City of St. Petersburg certified SBE suppliers
and subcontractors for NEWRF Digester No. 3
Cover Replacement, Project No. 11030-111
This project is scheduled to bid on
August 30, 2011 @ 3:00 pm.

7891 26 Ave. N.

This Non-Partisan Primary Election is for the purpose of nominating two candidates from District 1. The names of the candidates to be voted on are: Robert A. “Bob” Kersteen, Charlie Gerdes and Joshua B Shulman.

Place Your Ad Today!!

Saturday, Aug. 20 - Live Arts on the 600 Block. Third
Saturday Monthly, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., 600 Block Art District,
600 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. Hosted by the venues on
the 600 block in St. Petersburg, this monthly sidewalk fest
features artists creating art, live music and specials from
the shops and galleries. Free. For more information visit
www.sixhundredblock.com.

227 70 St. S.

in the City of St. Petersburg, Florida, at which Non-Partisan Primary Election all electors qualified to vote will be entitled to
participate.

Work!!

Courtesy of

227 70 St. S.

* Indicates Polling Place is Out of Precinct Boundaries

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF POLLING PLACE CHANGE
AUGUST 30, 2011 PRIMARY ELECTION
COUNCIL DISTRICT 1

Classified Ads

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Please submit your proposed scope of work to us by 5:00
pm August 29th and your firm pricing for that scope of
work to us by 11:00 am August 30, 2011. Proposals may
be faxed to 813-288-0371, phoned in to 813-288-0068,
and/or emailed to estimatingtampa@whartonsmith.com.
Bidding documents are available for review at our Tampa
office and are available upon request through Isqft with
valid e-mail at no cost to your firm. For further information,
please contact our office by phone 813-288-0068 or by
email @ estimatingtampa@whartonsmith.com.

CLASSIFIED

Per Florida Statutes Chapter 101.71(2), following is a list of polling place change(s) for
the August 30, 2011 City of St. Petersburg Primary Election for Council District 1:

FOR RENT • Two bedrooms, one bath 4925 12th Ave. S. Gulfport.
Fenced in yard, title floor, new kitchen. $795 per month, plus security deposit. Call 322-8030 • Two bedrooms, one bath. 4551 3rd
Ave. S. St. Petersburg, wooden floors, new kitchen. $795 per
month, plus security deposit. Call 322-8030.

PCT.#
250

HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Experienced
Advertising Sales Representative. Call the office at 727-896-2922
for more information

FROM
Northside Baptist Church
6000 38th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL

Eva Andujar, City Clerk

TO
Cornerstone Community Church
6745 38th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2011

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mayor Bill Foster’s New
Initiative To Focus On History
Of African-Americans

ST. PETERSBURG - At the
direction of Mayor Bill Foster,
city staff is working with a
community Advisory Committee
to examine the rich history of
Afri c an- Am er ican s in St.
Petersburg and appropriately
preserve and commemorate that
history through things such as a
new self-guided “historic trail,”
brochure and Web site dedicated
to the research. The city’s
Historic Preservations staff has
begun archival research and is
reviewing current books, literature and other resources to
determine the sites and develop
the scope for the project.

An Advisory Committee
has been formed to be a
resource and guide to the city on
this project. Members include
Gwendolyn Reese, Dr. Arnett
Smith, Dr. Ray Arsenault, Jon
Wilson, Dr. Evelyn Phillips,
M i n s o n R . R u b i n , Ty n a
Middleton and Reverend Wayne
Thompson. The advisory group
will also work with other local
African-American historians as
the project progresses. City
agencies providing support to
the committee includes Historic
P re se rvation an d B u s i n es s
Assistance Center staff.
After the preliminary phase

of the project, community
forums will be held to get input
from the community. In the
meantime, members of the
community with historical
information are encouraged to
contact city staff with information.
“It is important that we
capture the rich and diverse
history of St. Petersburg’s
African-American community
that has had an impact upon our
citizens and the formation of
our city in so many important
ways. Everyone can benefit
from the experience and learn of
the legacy,” said Mayor Foster.

DIMMITT

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

GET

NOTICED
Classified Ads

Work!!
CALL

(727) 896-2922

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Augustine.com

Fort Mose

Ever since its inception,
Spanish Florida was chronically
under-funded,
under-staffed,
and under-protected. Spanish
officials were already dependent
on the skills and manpower
Africans brought to the
community. They also learned
that with proper treatment, they
could count on many Africans to
bolster their military efforts.
Occasionally, Spain’s better
slavery standards attracted
runaway slaves from nearby
English colonies. The Africans
knew the magic words: “I want to
be baptized in the One True
Faith.” Spain’s King Charles II
saw fit to capitalize on the
runaways’ seeming devotion. In
1693, he decreed that any
English-based slave be given
freedom and protection if they
could make it to Spanish territory.
In return for this dangerous
provocation of the English war
machine, the escapees were
expected to live a Catholic life
with the Spanish and help protect
the colony. With the Spanish war
machine on their side, the
refugees pledged to shed their
“last drop of blood in defense of
the Great Crown of Spain and the
Holy Faith.”
Word spread among the
slaves in Carolina and Georgia,
prompting some of the stronger
ones to make a break for it. Some
killed their masters and burned
farms to get away. In 1739,
Charleston saw some eighty
slaves revolt and march south in
the Stono Rebellion. All of the
Stono rebels were massacred by
the white slave owners who
chased them down. Other
runaways faced Indians in the
wilderness, some of whom
helped the English by catching
and returning the slaves.
Despite such dangers, small

groups of slaves were led to
safety by other runaways and
friendly Indians, forming a southbound underground railroad. A
century later, Harriet Tubman did
the same thing for runaways to
the kinder Americans in the
North.
Approximately one hundred
free Africans had accumulated in
St. Augustine by 1738. Governor
Montiano gave them the vacant
Indian grounds of Mose, two
miles north of the Castillo de San
Marcos. It would become the
northern defense post for St.
Augustine. There, the refugees
built a walled village, church and
earthen fort. It was named Gracia
Real de Santa Theresa de Mose.
The freed black men were
obligated to four years of paid
military service. In addition, the
residents planted crops, answered
to a black mayor, held jobs in St.
Augustine, and blended their
various African cultures with that
of Spain. They were devoted to
protecting their village and the
city that sponsored them. That
same year, Governor Montiano
opened the solid north wall of St.
Augustine with a gate and drawbridge.
The English had long complained to the Spanish,
de m a n d i n g r e t u r n o f t h e
runaways. Before Governor
M o n t i a n o ’s t e n u r e , s o m e
Floridians re-sold the slaves to
compensate the English.
Montiano, however, enforced the
1693 decree and made the slave
sanctuary reliable. Adding this
provocation to the English
appetite for Florida land, St.
Augustine was on the verge of
the most ferocious attack in its
history.
The attack came in 1740,
when the Spanish and English
crowns went head-to-head over
colonial boundaries. Angry

English colonists formed militias
and headed to St. Augustine with
James Oglethorpe’s regular army.
As English troops neared Fort
Mose, Governor Montiano
evacuated its residents into the
safety of the Castillo. An English
militia (mostly farmers seeking
their runaway slaves) occupied
Fort Mose as a base to fight from.
Two days later, Mose’s men
returned with some Spaniards to
re c l a i m t h e i r f o r t . T h e y
ambushed the sleeping intruders
at four o’clock in the morning.
The death counts vary from
witness to witness, but by the end
of the attack, the fort was burned
and the English survivors ran
home to tell about “Bloody
Moosa.” The rest of Oglethorpe’s
troops continued to assault St.
Augustine from the harbor, but
the Mose ambush turned the tide.
The Spaniards and Africans stood
their ground from the Castillo
until Cuban reinforcements sent
the English away.
Although St. Augustine was
saved from its largest attack ever,
Fort Mose was destroyed in the
battle.
After Oglethorpe’s attack,
Mose’s rebirth lagged for several
ye a r s . T h e M o s e m i l i t i a
continued to serve in Spanish
Florida’s defense beyond their
four-year obligation. Finally,
their village and fort were slowly
rebuilt. By 1752, it was up and
running solidly again. Its population remained around one
hundred people until it was
evacuated for good, when Spain
traded Florida to the English in
1763. That year, the free Africans
retained their freedom by accompanying the Spaniards to Cuba.
There, they re-established their
community as Ceiba Mocha.
The village of Mose once
again sank into the Indian ground
below.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS
Smiley Lashes Out
At Poverty Tour Critics

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE WASHINGTON
INFORMER

WASHINGTON D.C. - TV
personality Tavis Smiley and
Princeton Professor Cornel
West have taken a licking as
they near the end of their 18city Poverty Tour, which
included stops in Washington,
D.C. and Chicago. The bus
trips have been aimed at
bringing President Barack
Obama’s attention to the plight
of America’s poor people,
according to Smiley and West,
but particularly blacks whose
jobless rate exceeds 15 percent.
While some residents in
Obama’s Chicago hometown
(where the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports black unemployment rose from 13.1
percent in 2008 to 20.3 percent)
said the president had been
doing all he could to bring the
economy back on track, others

conveyed that he could still do
more to get black people back to
work.
“They are not really giving
him a chance,” Kyshandra
Jackson, 26, reportedly said of
Obama during the Chicago stop
over. Jackson, who had just
returned to work after a year of
trying to find a job, added that,
“things are going to get done,
but it is also going to take some
time. He is doing more than
everybody else tried to do.”
To the contrary, Lamont
R o b i n s o n , a 2 9 - y e a r- o l d
insurance agent, voiced frustration saying Obama was disconnected with Chicago. “Say the
word ‘poor,’ Mr. President. We
want to hear you say it!”
Robinson shouted during the
meeting.
Meanwhile, Smiley and
West have been branded as selfserving Obama haters. And,
comedian
Steve
Harvey
recently referred to the pair as

“Uncle Toms.”
But Smiley said the tour has
gone exactly the way he and
West planned.
“I am very clear on who I
am and who I am not, what I can
do and what I cannot,” he said
in a separate AP report. “I have
a platform that I can use to bring
awareness, to draw attention
and create a conversation.”
He went on to add that, “and
it’s not just about raising
awareness, it’s about starting a
dialogue about poverty and the
poor in this country. I don’t get
intimidated by haters … The
question that I would pose to the
critics is not why are we doing
what we are doing or saying?
It’s because ‘if you care about
poor people, why aren’t you
doing anything?’”
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FAMILY & FINANCES
Wealth
Building

Let’$ Talk Money

Rebuilding Your
Financial Confidence

By Cherin L. Stover

Struggling With Paying Your Taxes?
Let IRS Help You Get A Fresh Start

In an effort to help struggling
taxpayers, the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) has established a
series of new steps to help people
get a fresh start with their tax liabilities.
The goal is to help individuals
and small businesses meet their tax
obligations, without adding unnecessary burdens to taxpayers.
Specifically, the new IRS policies
and programs help taxpayers pay
back taxes and avoid tax liens.
According to IRS
Commissioner Doug Shulman,
“We are making fundamental
changes to our lien system and
other collection tools that will help
taxpayers and give them a fresh
start. These steps are good for
people facing tough times.”
The IRS changes center on its
lien filing practices that will lessen
the negative impact on taxpayers.
The changes include:
- Significantly increasing the
dollar threshold when liens are
generally issued, resulting in fewer
tax liens.
- Making it easier for
taxpayers to obtain lien withdrawals after paying a tax bill.
- Withdrawing liens in most
cases where a taxpayer enters into a
D i rect Debt I nsta llme nt
Agreement.
- Creating easier access to
Installment Agreements for more
struggling small businesses.
- Expanding a streamlined
Offer in Compromise program to
cover more taxpayers.
Tax Lien Thresholds
The IRS is significantly
increasing the dollar thresholds
when liens are generally filed. A
federal tax lien gives the IRS a
legal claim to a taxpayer’s property
for the amount of an unpaid tax
debt. This includes property owned
at the time the notice of lien is filed
and any acquired thereafter. A lien
can affect a taxpayer’s credit rating,
so it is critical to arrange the
payment of taxes as quickly as
possible.

Tax Lien Withdrawals
The IRS will also modify procedures that will make it easier for
taxpayers to obtain lien withdrawals. Liens will now be
withdrawn once full payment of
taxes is made if the taxpayer
requests it.
Direct Debit Installment
Agreements and Liens
The IRS is making other fundamental changes to liens in cases
where taxpayers enter into a Direct
Debit Installment Agreement
(DDIA). For taxpayers with
unpaid assessments of $25,000 or
less, the IRS will now allow lien
withdrawals
under
several
scenarios:
- Lien withdrawals for
taxpayers entering into a Direct
Debit Installment Agreement.
- The IRS will withdraw a lien
if a ta xpayer o n a reg u l ar
Installment Agreement converts to
a Direct Debit Installment
Agreement.
- The IRS will also withdraw
liens on existing Direct Debit
Installment agreements upon
taxpayer request.
Installment Agreements and
Small Businesses
The IRS will also make
strea mlined In s t al l m en t
Agreements available to more
small businesses. The payment
program will raise the dollar limit
to allow additional small businesses to participate. Small businesses
with $25,000 or less in unpaid tax
can participate. Previously, only
small businesses with under
$10,000 in liabilities could participate. Small businesses will have 24
months to pay. The streamlined
Installment Agreements will be
available for small businesses that
file either as an individual or as a
business. Small businesses with an
unpaid assessment balance greater
than $25,000 would qualify for the
strea mlined In s t al l m en t
Agreement if they pay down the
balance to $25,000 or less. Small
businesses need to enroll in a

Direct Debit Agreement to participate.” By expanding payment
options, we can help small businesses pay their tax bill while
freeing up cash flow to keep
funding their operations,” said
Shulman.
Offers in Compromise
The IRS is also expanding a
new streamlined Offer in
Compromise (OIC) program to
cover a larger group of struggling
taxpayers. This streamlined OIC is
being expanded to allow taxpayers
with annual incomes up to
$100,000 to participate. An offerin-compromise is an agreement
between a taxpayer and the IRS
that settles the taxpayer’s tax liabilities for less than the full amount
owed. Generally, an offer will not
be accepted if the IRS believes that
the liability can be paid in full as a
lump sum or through a payment
agreement. The IRS looks at the
taxpayer’s income and assets to
make a determination regarding
the taxpayer’s ability to pay.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE
WITH PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS OR SOLUTIONS TO
TAX ISSUES CONTACT THE
LOCAL IRS OFFICE at 9450
Koger Blvd., St. Petersburg 33702.
Telephone: 727-568-2459. Hours
of Operation: Monday-Friday
from 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
The Wealth Building Coalition
of Pinellas County (WBC) is
supported by the Juvenile Welfare
Board (JWB) The Children’s
Services Council of Pinellas County
and The Weekly Challenger. The
mission of WBC is to promote and
expand economic and asset-building
opportunities for low and moderate
income households throughout
Pinellas County. WBC promotes
community awareness of the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and other
tax credits, provides free tax preparation assistance and supports linkages
to essential asset-building programs,
including financial education
workshops.

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising Sales Representative

49 20 38
PICK OF THE WEEK!

470
121
946

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
7-2 5-3
1-8 3-6
8-4 2-5

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in
The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay.
Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

by Roy James

Don’t let financial fears paralyze you into a
state of indecision; it’s time to take the reigns and
regain control of your financial future.
With unemployment statistics hovering near
10 percent across the nation according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 12/2010, a highly
volatile stock market and nationwide housing
crises impacting families everywhere, even the
most unflappable among us have been losing
sleep. Feeling as though you’ve lost control,
especially in the face of a job loss or other crises,
is common. To regain a sense of purpose and
empowerment, here are some practical steps to
help halt a downward spiral and help begin
getting your fiscal future back on track:
- Evaluate your financial health: Prepare an
updated list of your income, expenses, assets and
liabilities. When circumstances change due to
job loss or financial hardship, many of us don’t
change our spending habits until savings have
been depleted. If you’ve planned ahead and have
the suggested six to eight months of emergency
cash stashed away, now is good time to really
pinch pennies to make sure that money is there
when you need it
- Analyze your spending habits: many people
don’t realize how much they spend on weekly
trips to the market, afternoon lattes or dry
cleaning. Aim to eliminate a portion of these
expenses – start with maybe cutting back by 25%
- more if you’re willing. And be honest about
what you really can live without. Brewing your
favorite cup o’ joe at home may not be as fun as
a frothy latte from the corner café, but shaving
four dollars a day from your food budget adds up
to $120 a month in savings.
- Call your creditors before you fall behind.
Many people avoid calling their lenders and
credit card companies until the default notices
start piling up. But these days many companies
are willing to work with you, even deferring or

temporarily lowering payments while you look
for employment. Make those calls as soon as you
suspect money will get tight and explore all of
your options.
- Re-define your financial goals: Even if
previous plans have taken a detour due to
financial hardship or job losses, taking a moment
to redefine where you see yourself in five, 10 or
15 years will help stave off discouragement and
empower you to look forward. You may not be
able to retire when you expected to, or pay
outright for a four-year college, but instead of
saying “I can’t afford it” begin looking for new
goals and asking the question: “How can I afford
it.”
- Meet with a financial professional. Even if
you’ve done this in the past, getting professional
advice about investment losses, financial
products, insurance coverage and other
important issues is essential. You need to know
how you can help meet your goals and objectives
keeping in mind your present and future
resources.
When you experience a financial loss, the
emotional toll can be as high the monetary one.
While indecision and fear are common
responses, the fact is tough times call for tough
decisions; forcing yourself to face your circumstances and make choices based on your new
reality will go a long way towards rebuilding
your self confidence and your bottom line.
0192024-00001-00, Ed 12/28/2010, Exp
6/12/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more
information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a
Financial Professional with The Prudential
Insurance Company of America’s Sunshine State
agency located in Tampa, FL. Roy James’s
private office is located in St.Petersburg,Fl. He
can be reached at roy.james@prudential.com
and (727)327-4137.
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25.48

35

17.09
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32.78
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47.85
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57.09
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44.14

54.52
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37.14

45.76
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67.32

65
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67.32
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
USC Trojans Fighting Back
From NCAA Sanctions

LOS ANGELES (AP) Southern California’s football
practices used to be one of the best
parties in a party town. Hundreds
of fans, boosters and celebrities
and apparently a few unscrupulous
characters, too all gathered on the
sidelines to watch the mighty
Trojans’ workouts under coach
Pete Carroll.
Everything
changed
last
season under the pall of severe
NCAA sanctions. The crowds all
but vanished due to stricter regulation, and coach Lane Kiffin barely
had enough players to run full
workouts after several key backups
jumped ship.
A week into training camp for
Kiffin’s second season, it’s clear
USC still is undergoing changes
but for the first time in a few years,
they’re not all negative.
“It’s good to have a lot of that
stuff behind us, and now we can
focus on what’s in front of us that’s
really important,” Kiffin said.
For starters, Kiffin has a whole
lot more Trojans around 100
players on most days, just like
most other big-time programs.
Kiffin and his staff kept recruiting
tirelessly during USC’s ultimately
unsuccessful appeal of its NCAA
USC Football Players

penalties, leaving the Trojans with
a roster stocked with topflight
talent.
“It’s a lot better this way,” said
Dillon Baxter, a contender to start
at tailback. “We’ve got everything
we need to succeed at USC, and
guys realize that. We don’t make
excuses.”
And those boosters and shady
characters might have trouble even
getting to the Trojans’ practices
these days. The street outside the
practice field is blocked off by
construction on the $72 million
John McKay Center, the Trojans’
new training complex.
Although USC still faces
serious scholarship restrictions and
probation over the next three years,
Kiffin is determined to keep the
Trojans competitive. For all their
setbacks and struggles during the
past two seasons, both relatively
pedestrian by USC standards, the
Trojans still appear loaded and
prepared to make a run at the Pac12 South Division title even if
they’re barred from the conference
title game this December.
Much of the Trojans’ hopes
revolve around Matt Barkley,
entering his third season as USC’s
starting quarterback. The onceprecocious passer has grown into a
mature talent with a bright NFL
future, but he still hasn’t accomplished what he hoped to do at
USC when he left high school
early to enroll.
“We’re still not where USC
should be,” said Barkley, who
passed for 2,791 yards with 26

touchdowns and 12 interceptions
last season. “We’ve still got a lot of
work to do. We haven’t accomplished anything yet, really.”
Barkley has a tantalizing corps
of talented receivers led by Robert
Woods, who excelled as a
freshman last year. Three more
freshmen Kyle Prater, George
Farmer and Marqise Lee ranked
among the best recruits in football
over the past two years, while
former star recruit Brice Butler has
been practicing with newfound
passion since deciding not to
transfer in the offseason.
“I have quite the arsenal at my
disposal,” Barkley said. “We have
all this skill and all these players,
but I think we’ll finally turn it into
production. We have a special
group on our hands.”
The Trojans are without Marc
Tyler, last season’s leading rusher
and the presumptive starting
t ai l b ack t h i s fal l . He w a s
suspended last month for a series
of increasingly wacky comments
to paparazzi outside a West
Hollywood nightclub, including an
implicit statement that the Trojans
paid their players.
Tyler appeared to be intoxicated and joking, but nobody at USC
laughed. The school’s reputation
already has been tarnished enough
by the NCAA scandal, and Kiffin
suspended Tyler indefinitely at
least through the season opener
against Minnesota on Sept. 3.
“After watching what Marc
did, none of us felt good about it,”
said Kiffin, who was on vacation

when Tyler’s comments appeared
online. “Marc has to get right, and
until he gets right, he won’t be with
our program.”
By the time Tyler is allowed to
play in his senior season, his job
might be gone. Baxter appears
more mature and focused after an
up-and-down freshman season,
while D.J. Morgan and Curtis
McNeal seem likely to contend for
playing time and freshman Amir
Carlisle might be the most
promising player at Tailback U, if
his strong early camp is any indication.
USC’s defensive line could be
the strength of Monte Kiffin’s
defense, with Devon Kennard,
Nick Perry and DaJohn Harris
poised for dominant seasons.
Safety T.J. McDonald is back for
another year along with talented
cornerback Nickell Robey, but the
Trojans are looking for improvement from linebackers Chris
Galippo and Shane Horton.
The Trojans still have talent,
and they have a measure of peace
after their NCAA appeal finally
failed. Kiffin hopes that certainty
translates into another step forward
from last season’s 8-5 mark and
third-place finish in the Pac-10.
“We had a specific plan in
place since the decision first came
down before the appeal on how to
deal with this,” Kiffin said. “I think
we’re maximizing it by what
we’ve done, and we’re going to
continue to do to make the most
out of it.”

USF Eyes Improvement In
Holtz’s Second Season

BY FRED GOODALL

Skip Holtz

TAMPA (AP) - Skip Holtz
smiles when he talks about South
Florida’s season-opening trip to
Notre Dame and the opportunity it
provides a relatively young college
football program with aspirations of
some day emerging as a perennial
Top 25 team with expectations of
contending for national championships.
Holtz’s father, Lou, coached
there from 1986 to 1996. Skip
played for the Fighting Irish and
later served as an assistant coach for
them during four of his dad’s 11
seasons in South Bend.
USF may not be a stranger to
road challenges against traditionsteeped opponents, having won in
recent years in such places as
Auburn, Florida State and Miami.
But none of those victories would
mean as much for the perception of
the Bulls as one of the nation’s
fastest growing programs as
upsetting the Irish on Sept. 3.
“This is going to be an

emotional game for Skip Holtz. A
lot of people try to make a lot about
that, but this game is not about Skip
Holtz playing Notre Dame,” the 47year-old coach, starting his second
season at South Florida said.
“It’s about South Florida. ... By
the time we were founded,
beginning in 1956, Notre Dame had
seven national championships. We
celebrated out 100th win (last
season) and they’re celebrating their
120th season as we go into it,” Holtz
added. ``You look at it traditionwise and everything else, it’a one of
the most tradition-rich programs in
the entire country. And we’re not
arguably, we are the youngest BCS
program in the entire country. ...
This is a David and Goliath-type
situation.”
Nevertheless, Holtz cautions
that the Bulls, coming off an 8-5
finish, can’t afford to attach too
much importance to the season
opener.
Despite the national recognition
that would come with stunning the
Irish, Holtz says to truly evolve into
a major power the Bulls first have to
conquer the Big East.
Since entering the league in
2005, USF has gone 20-22 against
conference opponents, including a
3-4 mark in 2010. Promising starts
in the four seasons prior to Holtz’s
arrival following the firing of a
former coach Jim Leavitt were
undermined by puzzling mid-year
collapses in league play.
The Bulls return 28 players who
have started at least one game in

their careers. Holtz thinks a talented
freshman class could help, too.
“As you go through fall camp,
it’s not just about one game, it’s
about getting ready for obviously
your nonconference schedule but
it’s also looking forward to when the
Big East race starts in Pittsburgh,”
on Sept. 29, the coach said. “Some
of these freshmen, they may not be
ready to go in the first game of the
year, but they’ve got a chance to
help us when we get into the conference race.”
Holtz inherited a talented yet
largely inexperienced roster when
he replaced Leavitt, who had been
accused of striking a player during
halftime of a game and later not
telling the truth about what
occurred. With uncertainly about
the direction of the program behind
them, the coach expects the Bulls to
be better.
Redshirt junior quarterback B.J.
Daniels figures to benefit as much
as anyone from the stability. In a
little less than two full seasons as a
starter, he has thrown for 3,565
yards and 23 touchdowns and
rushed for 1,011 yards and 13 more
TDs.
Ho l t z s ai d t h e d i fferen c e
between the comfort level of players
heading into this season compared
to the months following Leavitt’s
departure is like “night and day”
noting this will be the first time the
team’s junior class has played the
same offensive and defensive
schemes two straight years.
“It’s not even close. ... I think

the players would tell you the
same,” the coach said. “For them,
there was a lot of unknowns going
into spring ball and the summer
camp. ... And as coaches, we had a
lot of unknowns not knowing how
they would respond to what we
were doing. Now having gone
through it, there’s a confidence with
this team.”
After opening at Notre Dame,
the Bulls will have home games
against Ball State, Florida A&M
and UTEP to prepare for their Big
East opener. West Virginia is
expected to be the team to beat in
the Big East, however Holtz thinks
his team is capable of challenging
for its first league title.
A strong performance against
his alma mater could set the tone.
“We’re going to have to play at
an elite level coming right out of the
chutes,” Holtz said. “But I love
playing that game early. I think it
brings a focus and intensity to your
team.”
He’s anxious, though, to hear
publicly how his dad, now a college
football television analyst, views the
matchup.
“I’ve told everybody he keeps
saying ... he’s going to pick South
Florida,” Skip said, smiling again.
“People say: ‘Well that would be an
upset.’ He said: ‘No. Upset is what
his mom would be if I picked Notre
Dame.’ Right now, he says he’s
picking South Florida, but I’m
going to have to see it to believe it.
... We’re going to find out if blood is
thicker than water in this one.”

MSU’s Carmon
Tries To Fill Void
At Left Tackle
BY DAVID BRANDT

STARKVILLE, Miss.
(AP) - James Carmon has
everything needed to be
M i s s i s s i p p i S t a t e ’s
starting left tackle. He’s a
towering 6-foot-7, weighs
305 pounds and moves
with a quickness that
should be impossible for
a man his size.
Th e r e ’s j u s t o n e
pr o b l e m : H e ’s n e v e r
played the position.
Carmon’s offseason
switch from the defensive
line to left tackle the
position that guards quarterback Chris Relf’s
blindside is undoubtedly
a gamble by Dan Mullen.
But so far, the third-year
Mississippi State coach is
encouraged.
“I’m pleased with
h o w h e ’s w o r k i n g , ”
Mullen said. “He’s got a
long way still to go, but
you see some flashes of
great things, and then
you’ll see something
horrific. Our left tackle
spot we’re used to consistent greatness, so he
needs to step up and try to
fill those shoes.”
Carmon is competing
for the starting job with
Blaine Clausell, a 295pound redshirt freshman,
who is also 6-7. Though
Clausell has more experience playing on the
offensive line, he’s just 19
years old, and the
Mississippi State
coaching staff likes the
22-year-old
Carmon’s
maturity.
It’s one of the few
true position battles. The
Bulldogs
return
15
starters from a team that
had a 9-4 record last
season and has aspirations of competing in the
l o a d e d S E C We s t e r n
Division.
That means Carmon’s
development is even
more scrutinized.
“He’s a tough kid,
he’s got great feet and
those are the biggest
things I ask for,”
offensive line coach John
Hevesy said.
Whoever wins the job
will replace Derek
S h e r r o d , a f o u r- y e a r
starting offensive lineman
who was drafted in the
first round of the NFL
draft by the Green Bay
Packers in April. Sherrod
was so good during the
past two seasons that he
was rarely noticed, which
is about the best compliment an offensive
lineman can receive.

Carmon’s goal is to
provide the same constant
protection, but it hasn’t
always gone as planned.
More than once he’s been
in the wrong place at the
wrong time and then been
on the receiving end of a
Mullen or Hevesy
tongue-lashing.
Carmon admits it’s
been a big adjustment
from playing defensive
line because his mistakes
weren’t as noticeable.
“Defense is all gap
assignments, but left
tackle, that’s all me,”
Carmon said. “If I mess
up it’s me and everyone
sees it. I’ve got to know
what I’m doing.”
Though pass blocking
and protections are new
to Carmon, run blocking
isn’t as foreign. He’s
spent his entire college
career trying to move big
offensive linemen out of
the way, so switching
sides and shoving around
defensive linemen isn’t
too different.
Senior running back
Vick Ballard, who rushed
for a school-record 19
touchdowns last season,
said he hasn’t ``noticed
any difference’’ between
Sherrod and Carmon.
“We’ve both got the
mentality of just whatever
is in front of us, we’re
going to mash it and get it
out of there,” Carmon
said.
Hevesy said
C a r m o n ’s a g g r e s s i v e
nature is a good trait if
harnessed. The problem is
offensive linemen aren’t
necessarily asked to be
the aggressor on every
play, instead reacting to
what the defense does.
Success requires
patience, footwork and
teamwork with the other
four linemen.
“You have to be much
more under control with
technique and feet and
assignments,” Hevesy
s a i d . “ I t ’s n o t j u s t
clogging a gap.”
The good news for
the Bulldogs is that the
other four starting
linemen have ample
experience, including
three-year starter Quentin
Saulsberry.
Carmon “is going to
be fine,” Saulsberry said.
“He’s picked up things
quicker than most players
would. We’ve got five
guys on the line and all of
us have to do our job.
He’s no different and
we’ve all got confidence
in him.”
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continued from front page

county. Thus, I was hired as the
speech and drama teacher for all
students in grades seven, eight
and nine, as well as the teacher
of English for two classes of
eighth graders one year, and
ninth graders the next year.
Moreover, I did what was
expected of me and loved every
minute of it!
The class of 1971 remembered how much they enjoyed
their days in junior high school
also. A number of them came
over to give me a hug and to talk
with me about their successes in
class, the plays in which they
performed and the oratorical
contests they won or in which
they participated. They wanted
me to know that the teachers at
Sixteenth Street Junior High
School, the deans of students,
the coaches, and every adult
with whom they came in contact
had somehow influenced them
and had played a part in how
they developed. They reminded
me of how strict I was. Some of
them thanked me. “I wish that I
could personally thank all of my
teachers for their roles in my
life, so I’ll say thanks to you,”
William Brown said.
According to Brown, who now
resides in Tallahassee, what we
did at Sixteen Street Junior High
prepared him for high school
and for adult life.
Barbara Anderson Thomas
(Fort Myers) recalled a trip out
of town when she, Francine
Williams (Spokane, WA), and
Adele Lowery were scheduled
to compete in a regional oratorical contest at an Elks Lodge.
Anderson is still proud of that
event and the number of trophies
she brought back to the school
after that and other competitions, including the Rotary Club
and the American Legion. There
was also involvement in projects
promoted by the City of St. Pete,
local clubs, recreation centers,

FAMU Named A ‘Best In The
Southeast College’

Gibbs High School Class of 1971

Carolyn Macon

churches, sororities, and fraternities. This class earned many
trophies and plaques for their
performances. Some awards
were for competitions, but so
many more were awarded for
entertainment for community
programs. They recited poetry
delivered
speeches,
and
performed oral interpretations. I
enjoyed doing all of those
things, when I was in school,
and I wanted them to enjoy them
as well. I was so excited about
teaching that I taught them
everything that I could. For
some, that included cooking
lessons, dining etiquette, or
whatever else they needed at the
time.
Russell Cato accepted an
invitation to the reunion also.

Russell Cato and
Emma Cavin

He was always a popular individual with students and
teachers as he found extraordinary ways to add to the
enjoyment of the subject matter.
Cato taught American History
and coached a number of sports,
including football, at Sixteenth
Street Junior High School and in
the community. His love for
teaching was just as great as
mine, as evidenced by the
amount of time he spent with
students in and out of the
classroom. Often, we collaborated on activities or provided
mutual support to help our
students excel.
The evening was most
enjoyable. Leila McNeal Wilson
and Joyce Williams Robinson
were co-chairs of the reunion.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
FRUSTRATED

continued from front page

of this year. When Obama was
asked early in his administration about the even higher
jobless rate among black males,
he responded at a White House
press conference, “A rising tide
lifts all boats.”
Fast forwarding two years
later that has not happened.
Therefore, the CBC has taken to
the streets to find jobs for their
constituents, Cleaver said.
“I am troubled that we do
not have laser-like targeted
programs and initiatives to
relieve the unemployment pain
in black America. I think we
CBC members received critical
words from black America
about what they perceive to be
the President’s lack of involvement in targeting black America
with job opportunities, so what
we decided was that the
president will do his thing and

we will do ours and we will
create jobs.”
Cleaver said he intends to
transform his own frustration
into actions.
“I said to myself as we were
in Cleveland last week, no
matter how angry I get because
of the problems I see in AfricanAmerican communities, I am
not going to allow it to discourage me or the CBC,” he said. “I
thought that it was time for us to
quit complaining or depending
on someone else to work in this
area and the Caucus has been
fabulous in its support of
proposals that I’ve brought
before them and this has been
no different.”
The CBC’s goal is to find at
least 10,000 for AfricanAmericans. More than 200
companies are participating in the
effort – companies that have real
jobs available, Cleaver stressed.
The CBC “For the People”
job fairs and town hall meetings

around the country continued
this week in Detroit on Aug. 16;
Atlanta Aug. 18-19; Miami,
Aug. 22-23 and Los Angeles
Aug. 30-31.
It’s been difficult dodging
criticism of the President
coming from black voters who
want to know what Obama is
doing for their economic conditions.
“Because I am so
committed to his re-election,
when people raise that question
– and it gets raised almost every
day – I say, ‘Look the
President’s doing his thing,
we’re doing ours.’ I try not to
get into the issue too deeply,” he
said. “I’m a supporter of the
President. I told him to his face
that I was going to do everything I could for his re-election
but yeah, I would love to see it a
little differently.”
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TALLAHASEE - FAMU
was named one of the best
colleges in the Southeast by The
Princeton Review. It is one of
134 institutions The Princeton
Review recommends in its “Best
in the Southeast” section of its
website feature, “2012 Best
Colleges: Region by Region.”
“ We ’ r e p l e a s e d t o
re c o m m e n d F l o r i d a A & M
University to users of our site as
one of the best schools to earn
their undergrad degree,” said
Robert Franek, The Princeton
Review’s senior vice president
and publisher. “We chose it and
the other terrific institutions we
name as ‘regional best’ colleges
mainly for their excellent
academic programs.”
The 134 colleges and universities The Princeton Review
chose for its “Best in the
Southeast” designations are
located in twelve states:
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee,

BAILEY

continued from front page

There’s nothing wrong with
traditions. There are traditions
that we need to keep. But we
should not be so trapped in traditions that we lose sight of
their purpose. Every church
has a personality. Some have
more emphasis on teaching;
some are mission-minded.
However, all of us have to
operate on what the Bible says.
Jesus taught that, as believers,
we are to come and be part of
the body and the fellowship of
the church. The Great
Commission is still our urgent
calling. ‘How’ we do it may
look different, based upon the
current needs of the people,
but we are in a danger zone
when we stand on our
opinions.
Q: How can we - as
women of the church - reach
outside the walls and minister
effectively to women who are
unchurched?
The Great Commission has
a two-fold purpose – evangelism and discipleship – which
means that we must strengthen
women within the walls to be
more effective in reaching
people outside the walls. Then,
watch and see. It’s amazing
how God does things. I’ve
seen at different conferences
that unchurched women may
come to enjoy some “sister
time.” But God, in his sovereignty, will often bring them
there for another reason. We
may have our own agenda, but
God’s plan will prevail, and
that fellowship can ignite a
spiritual fire that makes them
want to know more about
Jesus, and about how to
become more confident as a
woman of God.
So many times in planning
women’s conference, we focus
on ‘What’s our theme?’ or
‘Who should we have on the
program?’ But sometimes the
essential questions haven’t
been asked – ‘Are we targeting
only women who are saved?’ –
and if we say that unchurched
women are invited, then what
are we doing to get them here?
We have to be strategic and
deliberate about how to do
that.
Q: What are the outcomes
you like to see when you do a

Virginia and West Virginia. The
Princeton Review also designated 220 colleges in the Northeast,
153 in the Midwest, and 121 in
the West as best in their locales
on the company’s “2012 Best
Colleges: Region by Region”
lists. Collectively, the 629
co l l e g e s n a m e d “ r e g i o n a l
best(s)” constitute about 25
percent of the nation’s 2,500
four-year colleges.
“It is an honor to be named
as one of the best colleges in the
southeast by The Princeton
Review,” said FAMU President
James H. Ammons. “At Florida
A&M University, we continue
to strive for excellence while
providing a first-class education
for our students. We take pride in
this recognition, and will
continue to build on our reputation as one of the nation’s
premier institutions of higher
learning.”
Fr o m s e v e r a l h u n d r e d
schools in each region, The
Princeton Review winnowed its
list based on institutional data

collected directly from the
FAMU, visits to schools over the
years and the opinions of its
staff, plus college counselors
and advisors.
“We also take into account
what students at the schools
reported to us about their
campus experiences at them on
our 80-question student survey
for this project,” Franek said.
“Only schools that permit us to
independently survey their
students are eligible to be considered for our regional ‘best’
lists.”
This past April, FAMU was
selected as one of The Princeton
Review’s “311 Green Colleges:
2011 Edition.” The university
was the only historically black
college or university (HBCU) to
make the list, which focused
solely on colleges that have
demonstrated a strong commitment to sustainability in their
academic offerings, campus
infrastructure, activities and
career preparation.

women's conference? How
does it impact the life of the
women who attend? If you
come back one-year after the
conference here in St.
Petersburg, and give a pop
quiz, what questions would be
on it?
So many women – even
those who sit in corporate
offices – have deep insecurities; and if we can present
ourselves to God, give Him
our weaknesses, and drink in
his word, then and only then
can we become transformers,
instead of conformers. So
many of us want to blend in.
We’re not making any change
in the world. But we don’t
realize that we are called to be
catalysts, to make change, and
to make an impact.
My prayer is that women
will come with a hunger to
have more intimacy with God,
and have the undistracted time
to grow in the knowledge of
the Lord, so that we can be
more energetic as they return
to our homes and communities. Whenever I stand to teach,
I want women to see God’s
word clearly, discern what
message God has specifically
for them, and then go out and
live that purpose.
If I could return next year,
it would be a dream come true.
The Apostle Paul would teach
and preach, and then he would
go back to help the people
grow. If I returned and gave a
pop quiz, I’d ask four
questions: what were your
needs at last year’s conference? were those needs met?
were they met according to
God’s word? and how do you
rate your spiritual growth over
the year – have you grown by a
centimeter, by a mile, or not at
all. And when they evaluate
their growth, I’d ask them to
look at it in terms of their
intimacy with God through
daily devotion, prayer, Bible
study, and with an “alignment
check” to see whether their
attitudes and habits are in line
with the word of God.
Q: What advice and
instructions would you give us
about how to prepare for the
conference - to maximize the
experience?
First, pray about it! Men,
women, men, boys, and girls
should pray for the team that’s

planning the conference - that
their minds would be open to
whatever God wants, and that
God will protect them, because
this is spiritual warfare that
we’re engaged in. The team
needs to be protected from
anything that would distract,
discourage and defeat them.
We also need to pray for
the women to come, and that
whatever needs they have will
be met in order for them to
dedicate this undistracted time.
Whether that’s babysitting or
time off from work or a scholarship to cover the conference
fee.
Our prayers should not be
casual, as in “Lord bless our
women’s conference.” They
should be specific intercession
for the success of this conference.
Finally, women should
come expecting – not just to
come and sit. They should
expect that something is going
to be said. And they should
come prepared to be transparent with God. Not holding
back “that one area” of their
lives, but giving their all to
Him. If women come and go
home the same way, then
everything is in vain. The Holy
Spirit will do His part, but we
have to do ours.
Q: How can we connect to
your ministry?
You can visit the website
(www.sheilab.org), sign up for
our e-newsletter, and send me
your prayer requests. I would
love to see all of you come to
the S.T.A.N.D. Conference
(Sisters-Touching-AssistingNetworking-with
Dignity)
next July in Dallas. You can
also purchase my book Makeovers with Leftovers:
Learning to Live on What’s
Left. Many people think this is
a widow’s story, because it’s
based on II Kings 4: 1-4. But
all of us have suffered a loss.
Makeovers is a testament to
how God can teach us, keep us,
hold us and grow us even in the
midst of tragic loss.
For more details and a list
of other speakers at the
Women’s
upcoming
Conference, see page X, or
visit www.mzprogressive.org.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church, 4000 5th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33711. Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.
All Servant’s Day
Theme: “Servants Suiting Up
For The Battle.” Ephesians 6:10-17
You are cordially invited to
worship with the Mount Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church Family
as we celebrate “All Servant’s
Day.”

Pre-All Servant’s Day services
will be held Aug. 17-19 at 7 p.m.
nightly:
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, Rev. Brian Brown,
Wednesday, Aug. 17.
New Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church, Rev. Troy Adams,
Thursday Aug. 18.
Mt. Zion A.M.E., Rev. Clarence
Williams, Aug. 19.
All Servant’s Day services Aug.

21, 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Dr. Barbara Wright, Mission
President Progressive M & E
Baptist State Convention of Florida,
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church, Tampa, FL, 11 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks,
President Progressive M & E
Baptist State Convention of Florida,
St. John Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 4 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist
Church,
Missionary
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston e x t e n d s a n i n v i t a t i o n
t o t h e community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Teen
Bible
Study
and
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.

Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 727-3219645.
Women’s Ministry Seminar
The Women’s Ministry is
making plans for their annual
seminar to be held Saturday, Aug.
20, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The theme this year is: “HIGH
STEPPING WITH CHRIST”
A man’s heart deviseth his way!
But the Lord deviseth his steps.
Proverbs 16:9. Registration is
$15.00 which includes seminar
materials, Continental Breakfast
and a Light Lunch.
The Guest Speaker is Dr.
Evelyn Bethune, granddaughter of
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune and
CEO of the Mary McLeod Bethune

Legacy Preservation Institute, Inc.
The adult session presenters are
Linell Middleton, First Lady of
New Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, and Carole
Alexander, Executive Director of
the St. Petersburg Pregnancy and
Family Resource Center.
The Laymen Ministry is
preparing for our 108th Church
Anniversary, to be observed on
Sunday September 25. An
Anniversary Brunch on Saturday,
September 3rd is one of the
scheduled celebration events.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Our One-80 Youth Ministry
invites you to attend our Gospel
‘Rip the Runway’ Fashion Show,
7:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 19 at 919
20th St. S.
This is our kickoff to the “Back
to School Weekend,” an evening
dedicated to highlighting the
talents, character, and unique
qualities of the youth in our
community. Join us as we celebrate
being young, fly, and saved! FMI:
894-4311.

The Women’s Ministry of Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary
Baptist Church is excited about the
upcoming “Being Fully Persuaded
In Holiness as Women of God”
Conference Aug. 26-27 at our
church. We’re planning a spiritfilled weekend for women of all
ages – from young adults to
seasoned sisters. In addition, a Teen
Explosion - for girls ages 12-17 will coincide with the conference.
FMI or to register: www.mzprogressive.org.
Our next Marriage & Family
Ministry meets 7-9 p.m. Friday,

Aug. 19, in our 2nd Floor
Fellowship Hall. All are invited ...
and please bring a dish to share.
The C.A.R.E. Ministry’s next
Baby/Toddler Clothing Exchange
is Saturday, Aug. 20, 10 a.m.-Noon
at 1906 9th Ave. S. Bring gentlyused clothing, toys and accessories
your baby has outgrown to swap.
FMI: Melody Ables at 452-5165 or
Tanya Giles at 744-6086.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the community at
large, this wish for an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug. 21 - Appreciation
Service for Brother Franklin Gray
at 4 p.m.

This is a time to say thank
you for more than 60 years of
dedicated service as musician for
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church. Brother Franklin Gray
has created a musical legacy that
extends beyond the boundaries of
St. Mark and the Tampa Bay area.
The entire community is invited
to share in this occasion with us.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6 p.m. Children in the

community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
and
Thursday
Tuesday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School

RADIO MINISTRY
We are inviting the Tampa
Bay community to tune in to our
Sunday morning Radio
Broadcast, which is aired every
Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB. Your
heart will be blessed, and your
mind inspired by our present
series on the subject of forgiveness. Join Pastor Jim R. Davis for
a spirit-filled time of refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., the
Elim Seventh-day Adventist
Church distributes free food items
to the community. Everyone is
welcomed, while the supplies last.
No income verification is need,
and no one is turned away while
there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a
Free Hot Lunch is served to
members of the community. This
takes place at the Church facility.
There are no restrictions as to
who may come; the food is free to
all who have needs. Please feel
free to stop by and have a meal!
CLOTHING DISTRIBU TION – BY APPOINTMENT
The Elim Seventh-day

Adventist Church also has some
clothing that is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested in articles of clothing,
you may call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church on Saturdays
between the hours of 9: a.m. and
4p.m., and arrangements will be
made for you to be supplied from
what is available… We also take
donations of food, clothing, and
financial contributions.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy,
which provides a quality
education for your most treasured
possessions, your children,
opened its doors on Monday Aug.
8, for the 2011-2012 school year.
We are now poised for glorious
year of learning. By attending our
school, your children will learn
the lessons that will allow them to
become better persons, and model
citizens for a brighter tomorrow.
The Elim Junior Academy and
the Elim Child Development
Center are still accepting children
for the 2011-2012 school year;
this is the time for you to call us,
or visit our school facility. Our

warm and family friendly environment will provide the
assurance you need to be
convinced that Elim is the place
for your child. Call 727-327-8651
today and speak with our
principal, Mrs. Lawanna McCoy,
or visit us at 4824 2nd Avenue,
South, St. Petersburg, 33711. We
are looking forward to hearing
from you today.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We a r e n o w a c c e p t i n g
donations of school supplies to
assist needy parents and students
in the community; you may bring
school bags, notebooks, pencils,
shoes and clothing, funds for
tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute.
These items can be dropped off at
the school, Monday thru Friday
for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or they may
be left at the church between 9
a.m. and 6 p.m. on Saturdays. For
further information, please call
the school 727-327-8651, or the
church: 727-327-2374. For
drop-off, our address is 4824
2nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL.
33711.
Thank you for assisting needy
families in our Tampa Bay
community.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727- 896- 2922
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